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| To the Public, 


* g 
1 
* 


Tun following haſty 2 Was preached at Dron: 


field, on the Day appointed for the late Genergl Faſt. I = 


was not drawn up with the moſt diſtant Thought of its 


meeting the public Eye. My Audience have requeſted me 
to publiſh it, as thinking it might be productive of ſome 
Good; and with this Requeſt I have thought proper to 


comply. | 
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"A SERMON, 
1 22 


enkuriu, 34th Chap. 17th Ver. 


Therefore thus faith the Lord, ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming Liberty, every oneto his 
Brother, and every Man to his Neighbour : Behold I proclaim a Liberty for you faith the Lord; to i}; 
Sword. to the Peſtilence, and to the Famine ; and I will make you io be removed into all the Kingdom Fo 

of the Earth, | | | ( ; EF "39 
—————ů———— 5 


TuESE Words of the Prophet allude to,an humane Infli- 


tution in the Law of Moſes, by which it*Enjoined, that it 


any Iſraelite, being reduced to Poverty and Diſtreſs, ſhoulc! 


ſell himſelf to his opulent Neighbour, he was to be diſcharged 
from his Servitude in the Year of Jubilee, Now among the 
Jews there were two diſtinct Jubilees: One was the greater 
Jubilee, or Sabbatical Year, which was held after every Expi-: 
ration of Seven times Seven Years, and conſequently was ce- 


lebrated every fiftieth Year; when all Eſtates and Poſſeſſion; 


that had been alienated and ſold, were to be freely reſtored 
to the Families of the original Proprietors. | 


But this is not the Year of Jubilee alluded to in my Text;: 


but the leſſer one, or Vear of Releaſe which was celebrated e- 
very 7th Year; when every Man, who had ſold himſelf for : 
Servant, was to be reſtored to his full Liberty: ſo that the 
longeſt Term any Iſraelite could lawfully remain in a ſtate of 
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ſervitude was net more than fix Years; and even during that 
Time, it wasſſtrictly ordained, that he ſhould not be treated as 
a ſlave, but only as an hired Servant; and after the expiration 
of this period, he was to be reſtored to the boſom of his Fa- 
mily and his Country, and have the full enjoyment of all the 
Rights of a free Citizen. But this wiſe and humane Regula- 
tion, was in a ſhort ſpace of Time entirely diſregarded ; the 
Rich and Powerful retamed their poor and defenceleſs Bre- 
thren in a ſtate of Servitude, in defiance of the poſitive com- 
mand of God. For this, and their other Violations of the 
Divine Laws, (but moſt particularly for. being guilty of this 
crying fin of Oppreſſion, ) the Judgements of God were poured 
out upon the Land. When the Babyloniſh Army ſpread De- 
ſolation and Diſmay through the Country, their King Zede- 
kiah then thought it high time to dur to avert the 
divine judgements, by attempting ſomething like a national 
Reform; and particularly to break the Yoke of Oppreſſion. 
In order to this, he publiſhed a Decree, that every Perfon held 
in unjuſt Servitude ſhould be immediately fet free. This was 
indeed, complied with for a little while ; bur their powerful 
and mercileſs Oppreſſors ſoon after reduced them again to 
their former ſtate of Servitude and Bondage. Upon which, 
Jeremiah denounced this Prophecy againſt them : © Therefore 
thus faith the Lord, ye have not hearkened unto me in pro- 
claiming Liberty every one to his Brother, and every Man to 
his Neighbour: Behold I proclaim a Liberty for you faith the 
Lord, to the Sword, to the Peſtilence, and to the Famine ; and 
I will make you to be removed into all the Kingdoms of the 
* Earth,” In leſs than two Years, the Threats here denounced 
were 


1 


were executed upon them to the utmoſt; the Chaldean Army 
ſacked and burnt every Town and City in the Kingdom; the 
great Oppreſſors were maſſacred ; the few Inhabitants who ef 
caped the Sword were led into Captivity, from whence they 
never returned; and only the oppreſſed Poor were ſpared, to 
dreſs the Vines and cultivate the Grounds. 

From this and other Paſſages of Scripture, it appears, chat a 
ſtate of Slavery and Bondage i is not conſiſtent with the Will 
and Deſign of our gracious . Creator; nay, it is even 
contrary ” Nature itſelf. It is not poſſible for us to conceive 
any Motive whatever, that could induce the Supreme Being to 
create the Human Race, but only in order to communicate to 
them part of his own Happineſs & infinite Perfections. Accord- 
ingly we find that this has actually been done: That God has 
been pleaſed to confer on the rational Part of the Creation, a 
Freedom of Will and Liberty of Thought, which no human 
Force can controul. Every Man feels in his own Mind, that 
he has the Power of chooſing Good and refuling Evil: And 
indeed without this, Religion and Morality could not ſubſiſt 
there could be neither Merit nor Demerit in any of our Acti- 
ons; and conſequently we could not be liable either to Re 
ward or Puniſhment for them. Hence it ſeems to follow, that 
Liberty is the unalienable birth-right, the deſtined portion of 
the whole Human Race. By this Term, I mean, a power of 
ſelf-government ; a rational Liberty, only under the reſtraint 
and controul of the Laws of God, and fhe Laws of our Coun- 
try, founded on the eternal Rules of Juſtice. Such is the ra: 
tional Liberty which this k happy Country enjoys, in its ſulleſt 

Extent, at this Day; and may it continue to 07 this, one 


| of 


EE CLE 


5 . 
of the choiceſt of Heaven's bleſſings till Time ſhall be no 


more. : i . 
But this Term, pleaſant and delightful in its very ſound, 


| may be, and has been, perverted to the vileſt Purpoſes, by artful, 


factious, and unprincipled Men.---In the neighbouring Coun- 
try of France, we have feen a ſet of Men, who had contrived 


10 raiſe themſelves to be the Heads of ſucceſſive Factions; 
and who, under the ſpecious maſk of Liberty, have been guilty 


of the moſt horrid Cruelties, and the moſt atrocious Enormi- 


ties, that the World ever before was Witneſs to. All Mora- 
lity, and all Religion, natural and revealed, have been ſpurn- 
ed, derided, and trampled under Foot ;---every Obligation 
that can bind Man to Man, has been broken through; Depreda- 


tion and Plunder, Slaughter and Maſſacre, with every poſſible 
Shape of Mitery, have been let looſe on that wretched, devo- 
ted People, with unbridled Fury.---And though the Situation 
of the Inhabitants there, be not quite ſo dreadful now, as it 
was a Year ago; yet ſtill Robbery, and Pillage, and private 
Allaſhnations are every where practiſed, as if there was neither 
Law nor Government among them. From one Extremity of 
the Country to the other, no Man enjoys Security, either in 
his Property or his Perſon. Their preſent Government does 
not indeed aſſume ſo bloody an Aſpect as the foregoing ones ; 


yet is it equally arbitrary and deſpotic. It has rapaciouſly 


leized the little Specie that remained in the Country; and as 
to thoſe who had none, the Productions of their Lands are 
leized without making the leaſt Compenſation, and their Per- 
{ons are dragged away to ſerve in their Armies. In ſhort, un- 
der the Pretext of Liberty, the moſt horrible Deſpotiſm and 


Tyranny 
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Tyranny. is eſtabliſhed a among; them, chad: was ever r before ena 
perienced on the Face of this Globe. Some may think it 
frange, that ſuch Tyranny ſhould be ſubmitted to; the Rea- 
Fai 18, the Power of the Syorg. is in the! Hands: af. their T Ty: 
"7 hid, picture here drawn I believe is not . —7 
and yet there is not wanting among us, a ſmall Number of 
Men, who wiſh to introduce, this Mode of Government, and 
theſe horrible Scenes, into this happy Land; who haye dared 
to treat with Infult and Outrage our moſt gracious Sovereign ; Y 
the moſt mild, humane, and benevolent; Monarch. that ever 
ſwayed a Sceptre ; and who. has never. wiſhed to inyade the 
Rights of any one Individual in his Dominions.—-Theſę Men 
have . dared to revile and vilify our Laws, though the moſt 
equitable and mild that any Nation upon Earth ever enjoyed; 
Laws which, with a ſtrong Hand, curb and reſtrain the mplt 
powerful, from the {hghteſt Act of. Injury or Oppreſſion, to- 
wards the meęaneſt e among us; and which guard 
the poor Man's Cottage with a Barrier far ſtronger than a Wall 
of Braſs.--- Every Member of this flauriſhing & happy Commu- 
nity, enjoys Liberty in its pureſt Eſſence, and in its moſt; ſub· 
ſtantial Form. If it was to be Agen farther, it, would. be 
deſtructive of itſelf. (enn S ER SCE 
But the Liberty which che Men I am Pe 20 with to 
introduce among us, is a wild, impratticable, ferociqus, ſavage 
Freedom; implying a Right in every Man, to, plunder and 
butcher his, Neig hbour. . But what Sort of Men are iheſe, Who 
wiſh to ut oe ſuch Scenes 51 Anarchy and Confuſion 


250 us ? they are either idle, dreaming Speculngs; wha 
rood 
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But this Term, pleaſant and delightful in its very ſound, 


may be, and has been, perverted to the vileſt Purpoſes, by artful, 


factious, and unprincipled Men.---In the neighbouring Coun- 
try of France, we have ſeen a ſet of Men, who had contrived 


to raiſe themſelves to be the Heads of ſucceſſive Factions; 
and who, under the ſpecious maſk of Liberty, have been guilty 


of the moſt horrid Cruelties, and the moſt atrocious Enormi- 


ties, that the World ever before was Witneſs to. All Mora- 
lity, and all Religion, natural and revealed, have been ſpurn- 
ed, derided, and trampled under Foot ;---every Obligation 
that can bind Man to Man, has been broken through; Depreda- 
tion and Plunder, Slaughter and Maſlacre, with every poſſible 


Shape of Mitery, have been let looſe on that wretched, devo- 
ted People, with unbridled Fury.---And though the Situation 
of the Inhabitants there, be not quite ſo dreadful now, as it 
was a Year ago; yet ſtill Robbery, and Pillage, and private 
Aſlaſſinations are every where practiſed, as if there was neither 
Law nor Government among them. From one Extremity of 


the Country to the other, no Man enjoys Security, either in 


his Property or his Perſon. Their preſent Government does 
not indeed aſſume ſo bloody an Aſpect as the foregoing ones; 


yet is it equally arbitrary and deſpotic. It has rapaciouſly 


leized the little Specie that remained in the Country; and as 
to thoſe who had none, the Productions of their Lands are 
ſeized without making the leaſt Compenſation, and their Per- 
ſons are dragged away to ſerve in their Armies. In ſhort, un- 
der the Pretext of Liberty, the moſt horrible Deſpotiſm and 


Tyranny 
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T yranny is eſtabliſhed among them, that was ever before ex 
perienced on the Face of this Globe. Some may think it 
firapge, that ſuch Tyranny ſhould: be ſubmitted to; the Rea- 
ſon 1s, the Power of, the Syorg. is in the! Hands, of their T . 
rants. 
_- The picture here drawn 1 3 is not eee nay 

and yet there is not wanting among us, a ſmall Number of 
Men, who wiſh to introduce. this Mode of Government, and 
theſe horrible Scenes, into'this happy Land; who haye dared 
to treat with Inſult and Outrage our moſt gracious Sovereign ; b 
the moſt mild, humane, and benevolent, Monarch that ever 
ſwayed a Sceptre ; and who, has never wiſhed to inyade the 
Rights of any one Individual in his Dominions.---Theſe. Men 
have aff, dared to revile and vilify our Laws, though the moſt 
equitable and mild that any Nation upon Earth ever enjoyed; 
Laws which, with a ſtrong Hand, curb and reſtrain the molt 
powerful, from the {lighteſt Act of Injury or Opprofion, to- 
wards the eee e among us; and which guard 
the poor Man's Cottage with à Barrier far ſtronger than a Wall 
of Braſs.--- Every Member of this flguriſning & happy Commu- 
nity, enjoys Liberty in its pureſt Eſſence, and in its moſt fub- 
ſtantial Form. If it was to HARIFICHES Raben it would, Þe | 
deſtructive of itſelt. 

But the Liberty which che Men 1 am i 3 Fo i Sith to 
introduce among us, is a wild, re ele, ferociqus, ſavage 
Freedom; implying a Right in every Man, to plunder and 
butcher his, Neig hbour. But what Sort of Men are-theſe,, who 
wiſh to PN, ri ſuch Scenes of Anarchy and Confuſion 
=mong us ? key, are exther idle, drag Speculatiſts, 3 

broo 
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brood over Schemes in their Cloſets, utterly impoſſible ever 
to be realized. Or they are vain, ignorant, and conceited 
Men, who have the preſumption to ſuppoſe they know 
Things they are totally unacquainted with. Or they are per- 
turbid, factious, reſtleſs Spirits, who wiſh for a N though 
for the worſe; and who would be diſguſted with a long Con- 
tinuance even of Proſperity and Happineſs itſelf. But the 
greateſt part it is to be feared, conſiſt of deſperate Men, Bank- 
rupt in Property and Character; : who, amidſt Scenes of Tu- 
mult and Confuſion, hope that ſomething might turn up to 
their Advantage. However it does not appear that we have 
any Thing to fear at preſent, either from our Enemies abroad, 
or from Faction at Home. Our Enemies are in a, State of 
Beggary and Bankruptcy, of Wretchedneſs and Miſe, unex- 
ampled 3 in any former Age, or any other Nation. Faction at 
Home is effettually curbed and reſtrained by the good Senſe 
and ſpirited Exertions of the Body of the People. But if it 
ſhould pleaſe God, for the Ingratitude, the Vices and Impe- 
nitence of theſe Nations, to viſit them with his ſevereſt Judg- 
ments; the Introduction of ſuch a Mode of Government, 
and ſuch wild Schemes of Liberty as I have been mentioning, 
would be the Inflicting of Puniſhments far heavier, than the 
Sword, the Peſtilence-and Famine combined :---may our Sins 
never call down ſuch a dreadful Viſitation upon us. 

Many and great are the Mercies and Bleſſings, which God 

has been graciouſly pleaſed to ſhower down on this much-fa- 
voured le ; for which, I fear, we are greatly deficient in 
making ſuitable Returns. All Kinds of Proviſions and the 

firſt Necellarics of Life, are indeed at this Time at a Price he 
1 mo 
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moſt enormous, and hitherto unknown among us; by which 
the lower Claſſes of People mult neceſſarily ſeverely ſuffer. 
This is however, but in Common to us with other Nations, 
and even 1n a leſs Degree. But I truſt this will be but of very 
ſhort continuance. * In the mean Time, I hope, that their 


more opulent Neighbours will hold out a liberal Hand for 


the Succour and Relief of their indigent Brethren. This 


will be a ſtrict Compliance with the Terms of the Faſt, which 


God has declared will alone be acceptable to him: this is 
the Faſt that IJ have choſen; to deal thy Bread to the Hun- 
gry, and that thou bring the Poor that are caſt out, to thy 
Houſe; when thou ſeeſt the Naked that thou cover him, and 
that thou hide not thyſelf from thine own Fleſh. But with 


this fingle Exception, we have in all other Reſpects, the 
ſtrongeſt Motives for pious Gratitude. Our Country is not 


laid waſte by hoſtile Armies, nor our Fields ſtained with the 


Blood of their Poſſeſſors: the Hand tliat ſows, reaps the Crop 


in full Peace ; and every Man enjoys the Rewards of his ho- 
neſt Induſtry, in full Security. 0 ur Trade, our Manufactures, 


our Commerce, and conſequently our Opulence, have lately 


increaſed to a Pitch, never before experienced in this, or any 


other Nation. In thefe, and many other Reſpects, we enjoy 
very great and important Advantages, above any Country on 


the Face of the Earth. | en 
But have we teſtified a proper ſenſe of Gratitude to God. 
the Author of all Good, for theſe Bleſſings, by ſhunning all 


Things which he has forbidden, and acting in obedience to 
his Commands ?---I fear far otherwife. 1 ſhall juſt ſhghtly 


mention ſome of our National Crimes and Corruptions that 
call loudly for a Reform: 
55 The 
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The firſt of alete, is the Slave Trade, and the Cruelty and 
Oppreſsion exerciſed on the poor Africans. This is ſtill con- 
tinued, though it be a Diſgrace to the Britiſh Name; though 
it be in WES Oppoſition to the Genius and Spirit of our Holy 
Religion, and. acting in open Defiance of every claim or. Hu- 
manity and common justice. 

The next that I ſhall mention, is a Vice that is but 1 
ſprung up among us; 1 mean, deep ſpeculations on Grain, and 
the first neceſſaries of Life. He that with-holdeth Corn ſays the 
wiſe Man, the People ſhall curſe him ; but Bleſſings ſhall be 
on the Head of him that ſelleth it. When Proviſions were at 
ſuch a Price as one would have thought would have been ſuf- 
ficient to ſatisfy Avarice itſelf ; yet theſe ſpeculating Men ſtill 
with-held them, in hopes thereby of cauſing a ſtill higher 
Advance. Such Conduct is Cruel and Criminal in a very high 
Degree; as endeavouring to counteract the Bounty of Nature, 
and to intercept the Bleſſings of Providence. 

As to our other national Corruptions, I have but to enu- 
merate the black Catalogue, which I laſt Year mentioned when 
I addreſſed you on this Occaſion ; ſuch as, a general Indiffer- 
ence and Cale for Religion and the Duties of it; a groſs 
neglect and Profanation of the Day particularly ſet apart for 
the public Worſhip of our God ; and when attending there- 
on, in how cold, how lifeleſs, kow unanimated a Manner are 
the Deyotions offered up ? Profane Oaths and Imprecations 
may ſtill be conſtantly heard among us: Senfuality, Diſſipa- 
tion, and every ſpecies of Intemperance, Riot, and Exceſs 1till 

. overſpread the Land. Theſe Vices call loudly for an imme- 
diate Reform, if we wiſh for a continuance of the Bleſſings of 


God 
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Cod among us. Let every one of us then reſolve without de- 
lay, to break off our Sins by Repentance, that ſo Iniquity may 
not be our Ruin, and contribute alſo to the Ruin of our Coun- 
e * : 

War, in its moſt hideous and moſt ghaſtly Form ſtill conti- 
nues to deſolate the Earth; and is conducted, on the part of 
our Enemies, with unprecedented Acts of Cruelty. Vaſt pre- 
parations are now making for freſh Scenes of Devaſtation 
and Bloodſhed. O gracious God ! that thy Children ſhould 
thus continue to ſlaughter each other, and to mangle and de- 
face the Work of thy Hands May it be thy good Pleaſure 
to haſten that bleſſed Time, when Nation ſhall not lift up 
Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learn War any more ; 
but the Inſtruments of Death be converted into the Imple- 
ments of peaceful Induſtry: Grant this O gracious God, for 
the ſake of thy Dear Son, to whom be aſcribed, &c. 
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